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THE TREE'S GIFTS.

All doekod In aatumn rod and gold,
A brave ol troe radsed bigh

Uis head, and many peopio saw,
An dally thoy passcd by

And on thom all the e leavos (ol

Fingh pne it helpfal talo totell

Unio the ohildren romping by
The calors spoke ol joy;

To maids Wieo red mosnt love nnd lits,
And to the growing boy

1t moant ambition, five and youth,

So onol one found = Hving trau

The poetfels u bilsalul pain,
Antldst the glowing ahowor,

This ripousd to o soug, which maved
Tho world by ity sad powor,

Tho artist onbght tho Leauty rany,

And made a pleture, wondrous fulr,

The mun of thought found In the leaves
A sormon strong ani grind,

Which to s multitydeo ko gave
Inspiring beart and hagd,

To saddenod ones, the rustiing broadh

Bald: “Lifo I8 ehonge: thore In no Jenth”
. * L] - L L] L]

And when the last eaf foll the trea
Found comfort in the thought
That bo who givox Is ever tleh,
And so his heart fallod not,
And now, throngh all Bls wolting days,
He 1ifta o Heaven s ef praise.
~Myrilg K. Cherrymun, In Detiolt I'roo Press.

FATE OF THE PENNIES.

Why It Is the Mint Is Coining
Cents by Millions.

Ninety-Four Millons of Them Minted
Last Year, and St the Cry 1y for
More—Welght of a Dollar Bill
—~Mutiinted Money.

What becomes of all the pennies?

It seems Lo bo with them very much
as it s with pina—nobody knows whepe
and ‘how they disappear. Yet they
vanish in some fashion. Loast yenr the
Philadelphia mint coined 94,000,000 pen-
nies. 1t would talte a good-sized build-
ing to hold so many, but they did not
begin to supply the pever-satisfied de-
mand for more.  Just now the estab:
lishment reforeed to is hawd at work
manufneturing further supplies, and so
it will continue.

Brovze eants are subject to more ace
cidents than happen to any other
I'nited States coins It is said thata
penny ehanges hands in trado ten times
for once that a dime passes from one
poeket to snother. Being of small
vilue, these little pleces are not taken
much care of. There are a thousand
ways in which they get out of elrenla-
tion, and thus the minting of them has
to Le kept up continually, The metal
blanks from which they are made by
the simple process of stumping are
turned out for Unele Sam by contract
Ly a factory in Connecticut at the rate
of a thousand for one dollar, As they
come from the machines, fresh and
new, they look like glittering gold

One may get a notion of the number
of pennies lost from the history of the
old half cents. Of thes, 800,000 were
jssued o few years ago. Where are
they now? A few arc in the cabinets
of coin collectors. None have been re-
turned to the mint for recoinage or are
held by the treasury. Nobody sces
them in cireulation. All of them ex-
cept some hundreds saved ont by curio
hanters huve absolutely disappeared.
Of the old copper pennies, 119,000,000
still remain unacoounted for, save that
once in a long while one sees o speci-
men. There are moro than $,000,000
broyge two-cent pieces somewhere out
of 4,500,000 of them that the govern-
ment issned.  Of nickel three-cent
picces, nearly 2,000,000 are yot ontstand-
ing, although it is seldom that one of
them is cume across

Inthe treasury here one day recently
the question came wup as Lo the
weight of a dollar bill.. Seales of per-
feet necuracy were brabght into requis-
ition, and the surprising discovery was
made that twenty-seven onedollar
notes weighed exactly as much as a
twenty-dollar gold piece. 'Ihe latter
just balances 540 grains IHowever,
the bills weighed were perfectly erisp
and new. Trial made with soiled
notes, such as come in evoery day for
redomption, slhiowsd that hiwentysaven
of them weighed considerably more
than the twenty-dollur coin. Dvery
paper dollar on its way through the
worll continnally accumulates dirf, rso
that after a yoor of use it s perceptibly
heavier.

The actunl welght of paper money
whieh the treasury sends by express
every year to all parts of the country
is in the aggregute enormous Since
July 1 it bLas dispatched §38,000,000,
nearly all of it in small notes, to t!:o

south and west for the purpose of mov.

ing the crops. The banks lend this
this cash to the farmers on whatever
they grow, and thus the prodncts of
the field are harvested und shipped

Speaking of the redemption of paper
money, & very novel and interestingap,
plication was made the ollier day to
the division of the treasury which has
this business in hand, The story, as it
came ont, was as follows:

An ingenious youth ewployed to
sweep out a New York banle devoted
attention for a gonsidersble period to
gathering up the crumbs from the tlls
in the shape of corners and other bits
of notes such as get torn off and fall
about in any place where dollars aro
counted. Iu the courso of time he got
together a quantity of scraps of the
sort, sufficient to fill & piat neasure,
and he sent them on to the redemption
bureau at Washington in & box, with
the explanation that they had been
cnten by mice.. He stated the amount
at 8200, and asked for now bills in ex-
change. [is little game was betrayed
on the face of it by the fact that the
pieces forwarded nted, if any-
thing not less than §1,000, ‘The usual
afidayit was domanded from him,
swearing to higlgss; but he had not
thought o 1 C enirement and lacked
the nervedien inflpte Iuckily for hime

sell swa
Undou stop pedemption division
does so1l ey cpswindled, though
not ofte ' experts el::-
1 mon sent in
_— l:{l marvel-
ous how . poke over »
few clig wy god
set an .
sent a W
pitifaln

burntit, [ardly more was left than o
fragwent big enongh to show the fig
ures of the denomination, Lut she will
get the monoy baclg  Miée dro great
destroyers of paper currency, and somg
of the most hopeless speeimens that
come in have been'ehewed wp for bedy
by thosc little rodents  Sometimes a
pill box full of Initistinguishable ashes
will wrrive, accompunied by a certifi-
cate stating the mwount  represented.
Of course, such ¢ cnse I8 hopeless. 14
is nsnally o kitchen-stove eatastrophe,

Kitchen stoves burn up wors eatn”
every year Lhan is lost in any ether one
way., People will confide tholl Lonrids
to them for hiding, and when they are
lighted the grecnbaeks go up in smoke,
The greatest. snm cver consumed by
fire in thiscountey was 81,000,000, That
amount wont up in smoke at the sub-
trensury, Lot the government was ablo
to replace It at the cost of puperand
printing.
oune per ¢ont. of all the paper money
Lssued is lost'or destroyod.  Of the old
fractional currency it is reckoned that
§8,000,000 has been totally lost.

A few days agd an okl colored man

brought to the treasury an extraordi-
nary looking lump of metal. He said
that it waa a lot of silver dollars,
halves und quarters, which he had put
in o tin con some years back and hid-
den in'the stone wall of u barn Ly re-
woving u stone amdl plastering up the
orifice. When reeently he took outtho
box, he found that trickling water had
rusted it almost wway, vovering the
coins with oxide of iron and sticking
them together in o moss.  Assistant
Treasurcr Whelpley had the lump put
Jinto acid and treated with Lye and saw-
dust, so that the silver pieces came ont
as pretty nnd brightas when they were
minted, and the old man enrried themn
awny delighted,

One day this week o $5 note on the
national bank *f Rhols Island at
Newport eame in for redemption. On
the fuce it looked quite new, but the
back was washed perfeetly elean, so
that not a mark was laft oa it The
jolee of it is that the bhuresu of engrav-
ing nloptad the browa bask for such
bills on tho gronad that it econld not ba
washed off, as the groea back ecas be
It was intended in this way to prevent
connterfeiters from procuring treasury
paper by rendeving not2a of small de-
nomitations blank with aclds and print-
Ing big ones on them. This is tho first
time that confidence in the indelibility
of the brown ink has boen disturbed.
Even the seal on the front, which is
done in the same ink, hins ontirely dis-
appeared in tho bill deseribed. Whether
the thing was dona for a jest or by ne.
¢ident the authorities do not pretend to
say.

The new designg soon to be made
for the entire series of silver eortifi-
cates exeapt the one for two dollars al-
rondy completed will furnish o big job
to the burcan of engraving, Only the
backs are to be changad, buat the
making of a single one of these money
plates; with all the lettering and geo.
motrie latha. work Involvel, is.p fors
midable task. It s not oa thlsine-
count that Chief Eagraver Casilear
thinks the proposed nlterations! an-
wise. His opinion is that it is a mistake
to change the appearance of curreney
more often than is absolutely neces-
sary. Thepcople do not readily accept
paporeash that lias a strange look.

Ta. illustrate this Mr Casilear
told “how he happened to be in
New York atone timé@ during the war
looking out for & gaug of counterfeit-
ers.  To avold malelng his pressses in
the city consplenous he put up at a
second-rate hotsl whore he was und
known.  For some purpose he handed
to the dlerk atthe desk o brandmew
fifty-cent note. It was an lssne just out)
with Gen. Spinner’s porbrait on 18, the
likeness having been sabstituted for a
pieture of Justice with her seales,
which the forgers had imitated very
successfully. ,

Tho eclerk looked at the nolawrith
evident suspicion, and handed it baele

“1 never saw anything like that be-
fore,” He said.

*it-is good, -1 assure you,” fepiied
Mr. Casilsar.

I don't believe it," sald the clerk.

“Very well,” rejoiased Mr. Casilear,
“It doesn't matter, though I know it is
good, beenuse | made it myself.”

The clerk smiled sardonically.

“That iz just what ocenred to me,*
he sald: “Therefore I refused to me-
cept it." :

Mr. Casiloar felt that the joke was
on himself, so he treated himself to o,
bottle of soda-waterat the barand left
for Washington that evening.—Wash
ington Cor. N. Y. Sun. ' : 4

That bignuture of Yoars —

Why make it so small that it requires
«mnusual care nud leon eyekight to redd
it? Why make it s0 compligated that,
no human beiag but its maker can de-
cipher it2. Why sprawl it all over a
check or letter sheet?  This writing of
n signatare is not 4 small matter with
those whose correspondence reaches
thousands of letters daily, We have
Trequently soen all the force in en of
fice spond half an Lour to deciphera
signature which shoald bave been writs
ten sc as o be read at o glance.  Some
foolishiy entertain the idea that an in-
fricate signature is less easily forged,
when the truth is that ong that is plain
and bold is extremely hard to copy. As
examples of what'n‘signnture shonld
be, stady those of Ge Washiggion,
John Haneock, Hon. Hamilton Tish,
If yon want to be ecventri¢, tulce Hor-
nce ‘Groeley's signatire for o modcl,
but spare; oh, spure ys'your ideas of
sprawl, domplexity, n't?:e'ltj.}:lﬁaef the
mistaken notiohhdt it inkares Bafety.
It robs others of time and paticnce,
and is & nuisance to everyone whe
handles it, unless thoroughlycon-
versant with your abnormal sign mnan-
unl These remarks are prompted by
the receipt of a signature
five-sixtecnths of sn inch, although it
is composed of nine letters, snd should
occupy not less than one end onehalf
inches, and botter if two—American
Grocer.

—8he—"“"How cunwe keep them fromn

knowing that we are bridd aad

aom?"  I[le—"0h, if anyone usks me

By are my wife 1D e No' -
u Life.

£

It has been estimateid that.

from aeross the Dotomac in. Virginia.

CHILDREN'S SUPERSTITIONS.

Many of Them Are Very Grim, bul None
of Them Are Disregarded.

The superstitions of childhood are
grim, grewsome pod absard, 1 remems
ber many of my own: I do not mean
such superstitions as are passerd down
from thelr elders to the children in u
family, sueh ax iUis bad luck to dream
of a wedding or to turn & chair the
wrong way, or to breal a-looking-gluss
or to sturt any enterprise on Friday, or

sthat it is good Iuck to plek ap pins, to
see the new moon over the right slionl-
der or to have a eat come to the house,
Noj there are superstitions whieh
belong  distinetly to  the period
of childhiond, nnd which exercise
a shaping influence over the actions of

a view to ascertaining what supersti-
tions are enrrent among the childron of
the present day, 1 gave over one hun-
dred children, of varying ages and at
different times, nn exercise in oral com-
position, in which ench scholar in the
eluss was ealled upon to give testimony
us to what cobweb had been spun scross
his brain. Tho tradition concerning
the spider, with its accompunying his<
torieal fact eoncerning the Bruee's in-
spiration of courage and perseverance
from the spider in the hut of hiding,
holds a first place in their minds As
for the other superstitions, they were a
jumble of signs and wonders, of omens,
of talismens, of muscots und hoodoos,

One boy gravely assured me, and his
experience was vociferonsly corrobo-
rated by a score or more of other boys,
that ““to spit on the bait brought good
lack in fishing,” and that “if you spit
an the chip in ‘hop seoteh® you'll hardly
o¥er miss."

That the darky should be considered
o mascot will oceasion no surprise to
those who' know aunght about the lore
af superstition. But the schoolboys of
this city certainly have a peeuliar way
of testifying their participation In the
belief. “If you get auigger to spit in
yourhat,” said one boy, in o tone of in-
ténse convietion, "it will bring you good
lock." And whether or not it receives
eredence, the fabt is that before golng
up to their rooms on examination days,
or befor engnging in gumes of contest,
the white boys present their hats to
the darkies in the ‘school-yard, and re-
spectfully request their dusky brethren
to use them as cuspidors, for the sake
of bringing their wearers good luck!

Boys who sell newspapers believe
that the first nicke! received in pay-
ment for o paper must be held in the
hollow of a clinched fist and blown up
to bring quick sales and pleasing profits.
To insure success in pleying marbles,
they must be blown up, both to keep
them from slippiog out of the hand or
into the pockets of the other fellow.
To bring good lnck take an adobe mar-
ble—one of cluy is meant—and attempt
to throw it over a house, If it is like
vaulting ambition and overleaps itself
to fall on the other side, success is ns-
sured. While playing marbles, to pro-
tect one's own stoek and toget posses-
sion of more than he carried into the
game ns stalkes, the youthful gambler
must fortify himself with such mutter-
ings as “Chesa terra,” or “Gip," *"Geno™
or *‘Jono,"” the last malediction evident-
Ay being a corruption of the word Jonah
~-a modern allusion to an ancient affair,

Nineveh! , »

~Childhood being a prolonged period
of tecthing, many beliefs vegarding
those important factors are current.
For instance, a tooth pulled ont snd
cast away, and then swallowed by a
dog, is sure to be replaced in the motith
“of its former owner by a dog tooth!
To throw a newly-extracled tooth over
the shoulder at once, find it; repeat the
operation a second’ time, then a third,
and pot find the tooth after the third
throw, means good luck will follow
with all the teeth. Too much elation
of spirits is followed by a correspond-
g fit of the Llues—so to sing bhefore
breakfast is, to cry before dinner. 1o
see o load of hay, “go wish on it," and
to watch it nntil it gets out of sight
or turns s comer, insores the ful
tiiiment of the wish, When sy “oye
winker falls out, it should be placed
on the palm of the hand, or on
the back: and blown at three times by
a second person, while its owner makes
a wish, If itis puffed off atthe third
blow, sure sign that the wish will come
true. Of ecourse the wish-bone supersti-
tion holds its sway.

- Another superstition which seemed-to
Be highly popular smong the children I
questioned was to this effect: Let a
¢hild tale a piece of ‘paper and bow to
every child he meets, whether acquaint-
ed or not is immaterial, and check off
ench bow until he has counted one hun-
dred on this slip of paper. Then let
him bury the paper, making a wish as
he does so, and if on returning to the
spot & week later he can excavate the
paper his wish will come true. Seven
bows to the new moon will algo insure
"the coming trne of & wish,

Among all children it is considered
very bad luclk to turn a garment which
hus been put on wrong side of it, or to
go back after something which has
been forgotten. Both of these super-
stittuns may be regarded as protective
mensures adopted by children to re-
strict the exactions of too captious
parents and guardians. Any sccount
of the superstitions of childhood wonld
be far from compléte were no mention
Ao be made of the bellef that to step on
‘the eracks of the sidewalk means fail-
ure in lessons. No, il you see children
tiptoeing to school, you will know that
they are looking out for their monthly
reporta

Warts, those most aggravating ex-
crescences on the hauds of youth, are
regarded with deep superstition. To
get rid of them their unfortunate pos-
sessor must steal & piece of meat, or an
onion, rub either upon the warts, wish-
ing at the same time to have the warts
disappear. Then the meat or the
onion must be buried, and the warts
will disappear. Lastly, to count warts
fnsures multiplication. Beware |—8i
Vernon, in San Francisco News-Letter,

—Thousands of men have commenced
nt the bottom of theladier, and stayed
there. Others have carried bricks and
mcrtar sod reached the top by honesd

iadustry.

those who firmly believe in them. With |

1o the hoodoo of mariner, whale and |

SUBLIME SELF-ESTEEM.

Yhe English Churscteristie Exhibited at a
Heceut Conzentlon.

The sublime mmnpner in which some
Evglishmen visiting 'this  eountry s
snme o sell-importance was ably illus
truted at a recent medieal congress held
in' Washington. Among those in al-
tenidance were a number of distin
guished physicians from Londoen, and
from their high standing in the profes
slon thoy were shown many honors by
their brothiers on thisside of the water,
Their temporary clevation wns due to
an appreciation of the, afforts ns bene-
faetors to humanity snd not to their na-
tionality. One of these savants fell
into the hands of two emioent Ameri-
cun practitioners, who henped honors
upon him to their own pmusement.  On
ope day of the session the president
gave a reception to the members of the
gongress, and Sir John Smythe, M. D,
n8 his nawme might be, attended, accom:
panied by histwo Amerienn friends.

The line was forming 1o pass through
the enst room as the trio came in sight
and dust s (hey arvived i@unarine
| band striek up an air, probably *'Hail,
the Conguering Hero Comes™ 0 o

“dir John, the band was just wait-
ing until you cume, and it just played
the air to welcome you," said one. of
the Americans, quizzingly.

“Don't you kpow," Bir
plied, “yvon Amerieans do me so
much honal. In my oww ‘conntry
I'm just m wee  bit of manl's
Two physiclany near tho hend | of
the line guve way to the new arrivols
with mock profound bows  Sir John
felt highly elated, His frionds intro-
dnced him to the president with even n
fulsome identification, .and in Mre. TTue-
rison’s eye wis a suspicions twinkle as
he spoke with great eonsiderntion to Sir
John,

The Englishmnn was in high spirits
us he passed-from tho room, and then
the Americans solemnly informed him
that the entive recoption wus given' in
his honoy; that the president had de-
sired to meet him; ete, pd nouseam.
sir John retorned to England thor-
oughly convineed of the great impor-
tance of Englishmen in the wilds of
| Amerien, while his little experionee, nt
[ the White Hounse was a standing joke
[in the medical congress.—Indisnapolis

Sentinel.

Oadities of East Iodian T ife.

The recently-published letters of the
lnte archbishop of BomYay give some
interegting glimpses of life in India,
“After reakfast,” he says in ouneof

lllli'll.h *1 had to listen to an address
and then to a series of complaints
agninst the porish “pricst, who was
present and defended himself vigors
onsly: A curions eas# of consclence
came before me. The pagans had cons
seerated ‘ascock to one of their gods.

The bird is taken to the shrine, of-

fered to the god, and then set free,

Can s Christian ldill the cock and eat

what bus been offered to idols? The

common Christians dare not touch such

a bird for the world. [ fear the priest

shot it and made one or two good meals

of it Of the same sort is the follosv-
ing: “Not long sinee a devont Hindoo
gave a live bull to one of his gods, and
turned the animal loose, A less wor-
shipful mortal collnpred the boll and
l-yolked him in his eart.  Thérenpon fol-
lowed o lawsnit: the ~devout man
elaimed the boll, but the jwige'decided
that the bull was not his—he had given
it to his god—and he implied that the
deity had not looked after his propers
ty."—Chicago Times.

John re-

Ladies Without an Ohject.

Ladies often give as a reason why
they . do mot toake exercise: “Oh, 1
dem't like to go out without an ob-
jeet." They seem to be unaware of the
fuct- that -to o well-organized frame
motion and fresh alr are positive dally
necessities, irrpspective of any  “‘ob-
jeot,” save the cool play of thé wind on

whieh follows a brisk walk. Medicine
is n joke to it. Nodoctor, be his di-
ploma ever so pretentious, could effect
with simple means a more magical re-
siutt. When it iz considerved what “‘a
DLeattitier” exereise in the open air is,
we murvel that the female portion of
the community are so prone to negleot
it. A little chilliness in the sir, a lit-
tle sprinkling of rain, m high wind, an
inability to displuy & fine dress—what

inadequate reasons for staying in the
house and growing sallow, irritable
and sick!—N, Y. Ledger.

The Kitchen,

We mnsculines hnve yet to learn that
the kitehen ia the most lmportant end
of the houschold. If that go wrong the
whole establishment is wrong. 11 de-
cides the health of the household, and
health settles almost everything. Heavy
bread, too great frequency of plam
pudding, mingling of lemonade and
custards, unmnasticable beef, have de-
clded the fale of sermons, legislative
bills and the destiny of empires. The
kitchen knife bhas often cut off the
brightest prospects. The kitehen grid-
iron has often consumed & commereial
enterprise. The kitchen kettle hns
kept many a good man in hot water. It
will never be fully known how much
the history of the world was affectad by
good or bad cookery.—Talmage.

Domesidle Health Hint.

Mr. Oldebapye—Ilo, ho? And so you
are married and are keeping house and
have no girl. Well, I sympathize with
you.

Mr. Youngchappe—I don't need sym-
pathy.

“Tell that to the bachelors. I'm a
married man. Your dear little wifey is
just out of boarding-school, isn't she?”

“Yea"

“Ha, ha! T thoughtso. And you are
already suffering the' sgonies of dys
pepsin, aren’t yon?

“Never was better in my life.”

“Eh? What's that? And with a
young wife doing the cooking?"

“She doesn't.  She makes me do it.”
—N. Y. Weekly,

—The Loeation of Boston.—Boston
Girl—!"Aiiss Newé Yawk, what is Bos
ton nearest to?" “Miss Newe Yawk—
“Well, Brookline, perhaps.” Hoslcn
Girl—*Nc, indeed.” Miss Newe Yawh
~Thea what?"' Deston Gicl—'Why,
Heaven,"—Ysakeo Blade

the temples and the healthfol glow |

SCHOOL AND CHURCH,

—The free sehools for eolored ehils
dren In Vieginia for the past twenty
yoeurs have cost nearly six milllon dols
larn

~The estimate for the mnintennnce
of the public sehogls 'dl Now York for
the ensulng year is §4,0627,882, which in:
sludes £4,000 for nn exhibit af the
warld's fain

—T'wo graduntes from Harvard *An
nex" will open a school at Manlo Parle,
San_ Mateo connty, Cal, to -prepare
young women for collego, with speeial
reference to Stanford university,

—Frances B Willard wants to have a
professor of totnd abstinonce connected
with the new American university In
Washington, nnd proposes to raise a
fund to support sueh a professorship.

—The imperial university at Toklo,
Japan, is probably the largest in the
world, having an enrollment of two
thousand scholars, nnd a faculty of
forty members, It is under governs
ment control.

—~The number of students seeking
Bdmission into the S8t Viadimir univer:
gity at Kiev, Russin, is four hundred
fud sixty. Of this number one hun-
‘dred nnd sixty are Jows.  Accordioy to
the prevailing laws only thirty Jews
pan be admitted.

—The chapel in the sequestered
Aungustinlan convent at Heidelberg, in
which the monk, Martin Luther, had
preached during the convention of the
wrder in 1518, has been given for a place
of worship to a newly-organized Luo-
therun copgregation in thut reformed
wity.

~T'he summary of the work done by
all the Christian denominations in Utah
is about as follows: Eighty-five mission
Christiun schools in seventy-elght dif-
ferent towns, employlng one hundred
and seventy two Christian teachers and
educating nbout six thousand five hun-
dred pupils, theee fourths of whom are
from Mormon fumilies.

—The Teclandie version of the New
Testament was printed in Denmark in
1640. The three hundred and fifticth
anniversary of this event wus celebrat-
¢ with-much rejoicing by the leeland-
ers resident in and near Winnipeg.
They are good Lutherans, and show
their faithfulness by earnest study and
obedience to the Word.

— e oldest college pradoate in
Ameries, so foar as s known, is Amos
Andréw Parier, of Fizwilllam, N. H.
He is also the almmbns who has been
gradunted the number of
years from nn American college. ' He
gradunted from the university of Ver-
mont in 181, and recently he celebrat.
¢l hiis one hundvedth birthday, Heisa
fincly-preserved old gentlemun, does
not look to e more than seventy-five,
und rends, writes and gets aboat lilke o
man of fifty.

—According to Praetical Electricity,
glectrical instruction is now to bo added
to the other studies in the eourse provid:
¢ for young men in the evening classes
of the Young Men's Christian association
of Hoston, Mr. A, P. B Fisk, s gradu-
ate of the Massnchisetts institute of
technology, and at present engaged
with the Thomson-Houston Eleetric
Co., will deliver a course of twenty-
four lectures on successive Friday
evenings, and the conrse will be illlus-
trated by numerons experimenta

~~0One of the aids offered to prospect-
ive students of Vassar, not well-to-do,
% the scholurship of $500 awarded by
the Vassar Students' Ald soclety, Itis
loaned to n student who paosses the en-
france examinations without condi-
tions and covers half of all the ox-
penses for one year. Examinations
are held in nearly o dozen of our lead-
ing cities. The chairman of the com-
mittee manoging this scholarship is
Miss Jessie F. Smith, of Sonth Wey-
mouth, Mass

HOME INFLUENCES.

The Foundation Stones in the Charaoter
of Children.

Unbappy aod undisciplived homes
are the caldrons of great iniguity. *ar-
ents harsh and eruel on the one hand,
hor haad looss fn thelr gov-
ernment, are valsing up o generation of
A home wheve scolding and
fretfulness are dominant is blood rela-
tion to the gallows and the peniten-
tiary! Petulonce is a serpent that
crawls up into the family wwrsery
sometimes and crushes everyvihing.
Why, there are parents who even
manke religion disgusting to their ehil-
dren.  They scold them for vot loving
Christ.  ‘I'hey have an exasperating
way of doing their duty, Dlessed is
the family altar at which the chil-
dren leneel:  Blessed is the cradle
in which the Christian mother rocks the
Christinn child. Dlessed is the song the
little ones sing at nightfall when sleep
is closing -the eyes and loosening the
hand_ from the toy on the pillow,
tlessed I8 thut mother whose every
heartethitdh I8 a prayer for her children’s
welfarve. . The world growsold, and the
stars wilt eongd to Tlluminate it, wnd
the waters to pefresh it, nnd the moun-
tains, to_guapd ity and its long story of
sin duod ! slee wnd glory and trivmph
will turivto sshes) but influences that
started in the carly home roll on und
up through all eternity—blooming in
ull the joy, waving in all the trinmph,
exulting in all th® song, or shrinking
into all the darkuness. Fathers,
mother, which way are you leading
your children?s—Talmage.

Ereatest

or on the ot

vipers.

back

La yri‘ Cnke.

tires of using jelly or chocolate for fill-
ing, and figs rnd raisins make nn agree-
uble change, as well ns ‘a richer enke.
Tnke onédialf pound of figsand oneenp
of raising. Cut the fies in half and
steam the ralsins for half an hour, then
chop while wirm. Beat the white o
an ogg to astiff fioih apd add to, the
frult, together with two-thlmis ot a
cupful of grannlated sugar and one
teaspoonful of vaniila. This is now
ready to be spread belween the layers
of eake A good formule for layer
eake ix ns follows:. (ne copfol of sugar,
one-Balf cupful ot sulter, cne-half eup-
ful of sweet milk, the beaten whites of
four egys. two cupfuls of flour and #
beaping tepspoonful of baking pow
{ dor.~§un Francisco Chronicle.

In making layer cake one sometimes

HARD ON BABIES:

| Nine Mothers Out of Ten Infligt Tortures
Upon Thelr Firat-Born.
Bables are subjected to so many
hardships that it Is a source of constant
+ woonder that spme of them do not dia,
| Young mothers by reason of their in-
| expericnce aro gererally to be excused
l if they sometimes fall to hide the point
of a pinin the garments of their off-
spring.  They are also 4o be pardoned
if they occasionally fail to diseover
that it is collc and not hunger that
makes o baby wake the household in
the small hoars of the morning with
its wailing. Nine mothers out of ten,
bowever, manage infliet tortures
akin to barbarism_upon their first-
born, netnated by their intenss sollel-
tude that fresh air shall not enter their
baby's lungs. Of eourse they don't
want the dear little thing to catoh
aold, and so thoy putas much wrapping
around ten pounds of humanity us is
commonly used to envelops an Egypt-
fan mummy.

The other day two young women
bosrded o sonth-bonnd car on BState
streeb at the Madison strest crossing.
They looked enough alilte Lo bo sicters,
and one of them csrried o six-weeks'
old baby. She was 'a dowdy mjlss to
whose tender care the ‘baby had been
confided . by its mother. And the
baby! It was wrapped in & bundle of
flanmel thitk enongh to ward off the
biting air of an Arctie winter, with a
heavy flannel hood tied ander its fat
and dimpled chin and a thiele whits
veil drawn closely across its face. The
car was well erowded with passengers
and the atmosphere was decidedly
close. Before Adamsstrect was reached
the baby wis prasping for breath as it
lay on iis ourse's knee.  To make mat-
ters worse the poor littie thing was
forced to lie flat on ils stomaeh, while
n ceaseless drumming was glven its
back by the good right hand of the
dowdy girl. ‘The ‘mother, -blissful in
her ignorange, sat oll unconscious that
her darling's life was in dangar.

Pat, pat, pat. pat went the dowdy
girl’s hand. *I think baby's going to
sleep,” she eonfided to the mother nb
hor side.  Pat, pat, pat, pat the girl's
hands went up dad down on the baby's
back. The little martyr squirmed and
wriggled, finally managing to moan
loud enongh to call nttention to its con-
dition, "Oh, my! s
said the dowdy
turned end for ¢ I'#
while the pattifiz eon
searcely perceptible hooals

“Ihirty-secon’ streat!” bawled the
conductor, and the dowdy miss shifted
the patting to herleflt hand. Herright
arm had tired and she patted just a bit
stronger, pleased, no doubt, with the
belief that she was putting the baby to
sleep, The fact was the baby was in
imminent dangerof talting its lust, long
gleep.

“IForty-secon! street!” called the con-
duetor, and thea a motherly old woman
botrayed her solicitnde for the baby's
welfare. I think yon had bettor take
that veil off," she said, leaning over to
the dowdy miss, “for the baby is chok-
ing.” Aund she pointed at its purple
face to prove her words *'Don't you
see its month full of that veil? For
goodness suke, take it off!” she added
with mneh earnestress The young
mother looked up surprised and then
alarmed. She hastily removed the veil
and the baby gave o visible sign of re-
lief by regaining a healthy color. But
the dowily girl's hand kept np itsrhyth-
mie motion. Broad smiles began to
chase neross the faces of the passen-
gars, and the patting operation was the
focus for all oyes. One old gentleman
could stand it no longer, “*What's the
matter with the child?" he Inguired
with mnch anxisty. “‘Has it got some-
thing stuck in its wind-pipe?” Then
the passengers laughed. The dowdy
girl looked insulted, and without deign-
ing to reply continned thumping the
baby's back. At Fifty-second streat
the young mother, the dowdy girl and
the mueh abused baby got off, and the
motherly old woman, the old gentle-
man and all the passengers breathed
ensler.

As the ear rolled southward more
thin one passenger wonderad to him-
salf bow long o bahy would live if sab-
jected to such treatment every day.—
Chicago Herald,

Afternoon Repoption Drgsses

Combinations of velvet and silk or
satin are preferred for the handsome
and somewhat stately<looking dresses
worn lor afternoon recoptions Indeed,
for all classes of good dresses, velvet is
to be lavishiy used. A Varls model has
a princesse back and train of yelvet
The front of the skirl is also of velvet,
but is covered wilh a square-corhered
apron of silk with an elaborately em-
broidered edge in Arabesqoe pattern.
This apron extends seross one side and
the front ol the spsce between the
sides of the train. On the right is an
A-shaped panel of sillc mull ' wronght in
gold-thread embroidery, The vest Is
of silk and is shirred in below the em-
broldered ¢ollng, and exteads below the
walst-line, wheroe it is covered at the
lower edge by the folds of the apron
which are draped overit. Embroidered
revers tarn back to meet the tops of
the sleewves, which are of embroidered
silk and are finished with puffed capes
of velvet drawn up with metal cords
The bonnet is made of velvet matching
that in the dress. The skles aad erown
are laid in flat plaits and a band of rich
gimp in metal and beads covers the
sides and forms a, coronet Aigrelies
of metal and soft plumes trim the bon-
net.  Velvet strings are fastened at the
hack of the bonnet and tie in a small
bow just at one side of the chin. —N. Y.
Ledger. i

Rarely.

“Passing on now to economic ques-
tions,” said the prosy lecturer, “let us
consider what wonld be the effect if
the world’s visible supply of sugar——»

"What does he know abont the
w orld's visible supply of sugar?" whis-
pered the bold youth in the dark
“corner of the room as he tried to pass
his arm around the sweet young maiden
sitting by his side.—Chicago Tribune.

—"“Yes," sald old Grumply, “my
daughter reverses the old proverb—
| instead of having two strings to her

bow slis seeps two beaux on § string,”
l wDiake ¢ Magazioe,

PERSUNAL AND LITERARY.

—Gindstone pays but little attention
to doctors, and in some respeets is very
reckless of his bealth,  He is frequent-
Iy seen out of doors without an over-
cont ut times when the wind seems cold
pud raw to n younger man But he
rarely takes cold.

~Some eritleism has been made of
the prince of Wales for shooting in Jeied
gloves, and enlling him » butterfly
sportsman, The English press are ine
dignant st thix accusstion and Bay he is
by fur the finpst shot in the royal fame
ily, and con hold his own in any couns
try.

~James Parton, in a little talle about
Charles Kingsley at the time the latter
author visited Amerien in 1879, declared
that the pernsal of “Alton Docke,” up
in u New York garrot, gave him more
pain than apy experlence he had ever
had before or since, so hinrrowing was
the delinention of suffering and degra-
tintion.

—Prince Henrl I Orleans is anice
looking young man of agrecable man-
ners, who isoften seen in the Parlsian
world, ehiefly in the houses of members
of the monarchic party. 1f he has any
marked charncteristic it is his extrome-
Iy Boglish appearance, which is accent-
uated by his almost exaggerated style
of English dress

—0Osman Pasha, thevhero of Plevna,
has bLeen loonted as sealer in the
kitchen of the sultan of Turkey, His
peenligr business is to seal all the
dishes for the sultan's table as soon as
they are propared, and thus secure
ngainst poison they ate carried into the
roval dining-room, nnd theseals broken
only in the sultan's presence.

—Rohert Horrison, who has been
librarian of the London library for mora
than thirty-four years, has had a re-
markable opportunity to mest and
know personslly many of Great Dritain’s
greatest men and women. Among his
nequuintances have been Thackeray,
Lord Lytton, Charles Reade, George
Eliot, Carlyle and Gladstone.

—~Frank B. Sanborn, the philosopher,
is 0 mun whose name is not often heard
by the world these days.  Yetin Emer-
son's time he wos the brightest and
best beloved of the coterie of scholars
and poets who gathered about the Con-
cord gare. #nlmrn- still lives in Con-
eord, and®isMentified with the modern
school of philosophy there. He Is n
tall, slender man, aud when he appears
in Boston is conspicious for a broad-
brimmed, soft white hat and a big red
Aowing ernvat

ss Virginia Fair, the young Cali-
f 4 wse, will'heveafier mulee her
Ak in New York® She is u charming
voung glrl in her early teens. She is
refreshingly natural, as bright as the
proverbinl dollar, and wonderfully
worldly-wise for hier age, She isa tall,
slondér girl, with thick, enrling hair of
russet brown, very decidedly tinged
with auburn, and with great gray eyes.
Whea the fair Vieginia Fair attains her
mujority sha will be one of the richest
voung women in America. Her educa-
tion, which has hitherto been conduet-
ed In a eonvent, will continue under
private tutors

HUMOROUS.

—O'Brign—"Yis, Dennis is a foin mon
['ve krown him forty-five year." Me
Sweeny—*"8o hov [. O'Hrien—"0h!
oome off; he's no ninety years old."”

—le—""Why do you move awny from
me?” She—*I thought you were going '
to kiss me.” He—"1 wasn't. Blessyou,
I wouldn't kiss you for the world."—N,
Y. Press,

—That Howl Explained.—Charlie—
*“IWhat makes the old eat howl so?"
Waiter—*1 puess you'd make s noise if
you was full of fiddlestrings inside,"—
N. Y. World

—George—"Betting is a fool's argu
ment.” Harry—"0f course it is when
the chances of wlnning are against
yoi." George—'That was the idea I
was seeking to convey,"—Boston Tran.
script. 4

—Wouldn't Say Beans.—Clara—""Mr.
Mild is very bashful. We make him
stay to dinner, and at the table we
oouldn't get him to say beans” Stella
—"Why, he wonld starve to death ia
Hoston."—Brooklyn Citizen. -

—8he Wants to Please. —Mrs. Young-
wife—"Have you any beets?" Grocer
—"Yes'm." Mrs. Y.—"Please send me
up two pounds of live ones.” Grocer—
“Live ones?" Mrs. Y.—"Yes, my hus-
band says he hasno use for dend ones.”
—Minuneapolis T'ribune.

—Photographer (to small boy)—
“Now, sonny, you see this picture of a
boy with a gun? Fix your eyes on that
and look pleasant” Small Boy—*1
can'tc  I'm afraid." Photographer—
“What are you afraid of?” Small Boy
—“1'm afraid the gun'll go oft.”

—~Too Many Duts.—(In the Gloam:-
ing)—Algernon Du Bois (fondly)—
“Sweet. girl, I fain wonld eall yon
mine, but—bnt—" Sweet Girl (softly}
~="Well. dear?” A. Du B. (hesitating-
Iy)—*“T love you fondly, but—" B.G.
(ieily)—""Algy, if you please, cease be.
ing n goat and talk like a man. " —Pitts
burgh Bulletin,

~—Couldn't Catech Him.-~The mother
of four dapghters, of whom one has re-
eertly beon married, was asked by s
young man sitting beside her in the
drawing-room whom she wonld like for
a son-in-law. *‘And which of my girla
could you like best?” He (fighting
shy)—'The married one."—Fliegende
Blatter,

—Think Before Yon Speal.—Misa
Whopper—""Now, you don't think these
shoes are too small for me, do yon?"
Clerk—*"They look o little tight.” Miss
Whopper—*Well; 1 shall go where 1
ean fret o pair to fit me." Proprietor
(who has heard all)—**Young man, you
have grossly insulted & lady. 1 don™
want such s man in my employ. You
are discharged, sir."—Erooklyn Citizen.

—Home-Seelker (inspecting a flat)—
“How in the world are people to live in
such enbby-holes ns these?™ Agent—
“Easy enongh, mum. All you need is
folding-beds and camp-chairs and self.
donbling-up tables, and a few things
like thet" “Humph! I ean hardly
turm round in these rooms myself.™
] sea, mum.  it's oo bud to be ufitioh

od, mum, You gmu toke snti-fap™




